CHAPTER LIII

A  PRIMITIVE FORM OF PURIFICATION

ELSEWHERE we have seen that among the Bechuanas custom
requires every married man to cohabit with his wife as part of
the ceremony of purification which he must undergo before
partaking of the new fruits of the season.1   We may compare
a somewhat similar rule which requires cohabitation, appar-
ently as a form of purification, in time of mourning.    Thus
among the Wajagga of Mount Kilimanjaro in East Africa
when a married man dies a strange man is sought for his
wife, who must sleep with her during the days of mourning.2
Similarly among some tribes of Ruanda, a district to the west
of Lake Victoria Nyanza, one or two months after the death
of a husband his widow is obliged by ritual to cohabit with a
stranger formally but not really at cock-crow in the morning.
But the cohabitation is not complete ;   if it were so they
believe that the man would die.3   We may conjecture, though
we are not told, that the ceremony is intended to cleanse the
widow from the pollution of death by finally severing her
connection with her late husband.

1  Spirits of the Corn and of the        3 P. P. Schumacher, " Die Tracht
Wild,\\ 69 sg.                                     in  Ruanda  (Deutsch-Ostafrika)/' in

2  B. Gutmann, Dichten undDenhm     Anthropos, x.-xi. (1915-1916), 797*
der Dschagganeger, 135.
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